
 
A past that dovetails with the future 
 
The company was originally known as Meubelfabriek Gelderland, or Gelderland 
Furniture Factory, and was set up in Culemborg in 1935 by a Mr Oberman. The 
history of the company leaves no doubt about it: the cornerstones of the Gelderland 
organisation as it exists today – innovative design and excellent quality with a strong 
emphasis on comfort – were there right from the start!  
 
In the years leading up to the Second World War the company concentrated on 
producing simple wooden chairs with woven rush seats and backrests in Chinese 
grey.  
 

 
The very first Gelderland model, 1936 
 
During the period of post-war reconstruction the company started to develop 
experimental models but also continued to produce the kind of furniture that was 
popular before the war. These models were gradually updated, being strung with 
strips of plastic rather than Chinese rush for example. But there was not yet a 
recognisable Gelderland collection as such. In the fifties, while on a business trip, Mr 
Oberman acquired a licence to produce several Danish models. And Gelderland’s 
so-called ‘Four-in-One’ easy chair was very successful. The national press raved 
about Gelderland’s invention and the company gradually came to be associated with 
modern and experimental design. 
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The ‘Four-in-One’ easy chair 
 
THE HIGHEST SETTING  THE MIDDLE SETTING THE LOW SETTING  THE LOWEST SETTING 
This is the way to use the   offers you a comfortable Now you have a comfortable No legs and no armrests. A  
‘Four-in-One’ easy chair when  drawing room chair. You rocking chair. The seat and cosy seat when you want to 
sitting at a table or a desk.  sit somewhat lower – really  the backrest tilt backwards sit by the fire with a book 
The backrest provides firm  sociable. Just feel how   at just the right angle. 
support for your back.   comfortably it supports you. 
 

THE ‘FOUR-IN-ONE’ EASY CHAIR 
A new and ingeniously constructed piece of furniture – adapted to 
meet the requirements of the times. The ‘Four-in-One’ easy chair 
makes your home more sociable and suits the small homes that 

most of us live in nowadays. 
With a simple hand movement the chair will do just what you want. 

High – low – upright or ‘nice and lazy’. Ideal!   
This fabulous chair comes in a plain cherry, cedar or walnut finish. 

From very simple to luxurious, but always with the same highly 
ingenious and exceptionally strong ‘Four-in-One’ system. 

 
 
Gelderland started to work with freelance designers from 1952 onwards. It was a 
move that proved very successful right from the start. From 1952 to 1972 the 
company sold many different versions of the mattress easy chair (model 1611), 
designed by Rob Parry (1925). The chair was especially popular because it had a 
removable mattress with a loose cover that was easy to clean and replace – an 
innovative development at the time. The mattress initially sat on plastic-coated draw 
springs that made the chair extremely comfortable. In 1968 the draw springs were 
replaced by rubber webbing. Over a period of twenty years Gelderland sold more 
than 64,000 of these chairs.  
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Rob Parry    Model 1611 
 
 
 
 
 
In 1954 Gelderland was granted a patent on a joinery technique for wooden frames - 
a kind of dowel joint with traverse pins. The company also started to produce living 
room furniture with steel frames. To start with steel was widely regarded as a ‘cold’ 
material, so Gelderland produced many models in wood and steel. Nevertheless, the 
demand for steel furniture grew so rapidly that the company set up its own 
metalworking department. During this period Gelderland also allowed companies in 
the United States, England, Germany, France, Norway and Sweden to produce 
various successful models under licence. 
 

 
Model 2190 (1954), steel frame furniture Model 1729/30 (1953) 

 

 
In the mid-fifties the company started to use foam rubber as a cushion filling, which 
made its living room furniture more comfortable. From the second half of the fifties its 
designs became increasingly plain and simple. The Janus ‘sofa’, with seats on both 
sides, the Triangle sofa and the Doublet sofa are the most famous examples of this 
simpler design. The Doublet sofa – a sofa bed that was long enough and wide 
enough and completely flat – was very popular and remained in the collection until 
1960 when it was replaced by the Lotus sofa – a slimmer version that was produced 
until 1972. 
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 Triangle (1958)     The Janus ‘sofa’ (1957) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Doublet sofa bed (1959) 
 
The sixties were somewhat quieter for Gelderland. The most famous models from 
this period are the Zigzag lounger (‘an ingeniously thought-out set of connected 
cushions assembled in a frame that is reminiscent of the now-obsolete traditional 
Dutch ottoman’) 
When the television arrived in Dutch living rooms Gelderland introduced its first TV 
chair – the ‘Telerest’ chair. It was adjustable in height and had a swivel base so 
people could enjoy swinging in it. This easy chair was one of the first models with 
imitation leather upholstery. From 1970 there were also models also with real leather 
upholstery. Increasing prosperity and changes in the traditional view of the home 
meant that the sitting area of the living room became more important. At Gelderland 
block shapes became more prominent and the height of the backrests was lowered 
so that the backrest and the armrests were the same height. 
 

   
The ‘Zigzag’ lounger (1960)     The ‘Telerest’ easy chair (1962) 
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In 1969 Gelderland began collaborating with the famous Dutch designer Jan des 
Bouvrie (1942) and this led to the second major change in the history of Gelderland. 
Model 430, which remains in the collection to this day, initially produced with 
corduroy upholstery, was the first of a long string of successful models. The furniture 
designed by Jan des Bouvrie was plain and simple but it had character and enabled 
people to create a distinctive sitting area. In 1973, model 710, a design that was 
entirely consistent with the new view of the home, was described as ‘self-
assemblable, liftable, affordable, movable, transferable, rearrangeable, reversible, 
expandable, durable, and reliable’. 
 
 
 
 

       
Model 430 (1969)                         Model 710 (1973) 
 
At the end of the seventies Jan des Bouvrie brought white into the Dutch living room. 
The sensible brown colour schemes gave way to a sense of brightness and space.  
 
In 1982 a completely new method of upholstery was introduced. Sewn into the 
covers were strips that could be slotted into the frame. This upholstery technique, 
which was patented, makes it possible to clean, change or replace the removable 
covers. Given the sound construction and timeless design of Gelderland furniture, 
this upholstery technique has proved extremely popular with the consumer and is still 
used to this day. 

    
Strip upholstery (1982) 
 
With the introduction of model 4800, designed by Henk Vos (1939), the armrests and 
the seat were no longer assembled as separate elements. This design solution and 
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the striking legs gave these pieces of furniture a distinctive contemporary look. 
Various new models have been added to the series over the years and the series 
remains within the collection to this day. 
 

   
Model 4800, (1983)    Model 4800, (2006) 
 
In the eighties new models were brought out at a rapid pace. Gelderland furniture 
appealed to the taste of a general public that wanted good quality modern-looking 
furniture that was comfortable to sit on. 
 
In 1994 Gelderland introduced the arX series – a collection for people with a 
preference for furniture with a classic slant. The models devised by designers such 
as Maroeska Metz had an unmistakeably different design and proved popular both 
at home and abroad. In 1998 Gelderland sought to expand yet again and with the 
takeover of Young added nonchalant and informal furniture to the collection. 
 

     
Model Siros, arX collection       Model Illusion, Young collection 
 
 
 
Many new young designers have worked for Gelderland in recent years. Stefan 
Steenkist has been working for Gelderland since 1998, and the various models in the 
collection designed by Roderick Vos, Stefan Steenkist and Scholten & Baijings 
continue to reinterpret the characteristic plain and simple design in different ways. 
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